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of enterprises that would certainly be key to the revival 
of a small community’s economy. Bainville, Montana’s 
“modern, clean, attractive and very busy roadside restau-
rant” which attracts both local and traveling customers 
is the kind of business that would be worth discussing at 
some length, but the author simply says that he “does not 
know the history of the place. Did it replace a comparable 
business? Has it been built with local financial support?” 
The answers to such questions are of great importance to 
readers looking for information about what kinds of en-
trepreneurial efforts might survive in small communities, 
and probably could have been answered with telephone 
calls to the establishment’s owners. It is moments like 
this when the book misses significant opportunities to il-
luminate the potential that might still exist in small com-
munities. Lyn C. Macgregor, Department of Sociology, 
University of Montana.
Grappling with Demon Rum: The Cultural Struggle 
over Liquor in Early Oklahoma. By James E. Klein. 
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2008. x + 238 pp. 
Photographs, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth.
 When asked to review this book for Great Plains Re-
search, the first thought to cross my mind was of Jimmie 
Lewis Franklin’s Born Sober: Prohibition in Oklahoma, 
1907-1959, for Franklin set a high standard on the subject 
of prohibition in Oklahoma with that 1971 work. Indeed, 
Franklin, now retired from Vanderbilt University, provid-
ed one of the endorsements for the dust jacket of James E. 
Klein’s work, calling it “An engaging study of the intense 
battle over liquor in the early years of the Sooner state. 
In a careful and sophisticated analysis Klein shows that 
tensions over prohibition arose from class and cultural 
distinctions between workers and a middle class that saw 
prohibition as a symbol of respectability and a means of 
ensuring social order.”
 In mentioning class, Franklin went to the heart of 
Klein’s work. Both of the other endorsements, by Jack S. 
Blocker Jr., author of American Temperance Movements: 
Cycles of Reform (1989) and David M. Fahey, author of 
Temperance and Racism: John Bull, Johnny Reb, and the 
Good Templars (1996), also mention class. As Fahey puts 
it, “Klein’s important book strengthens the case for seeing 
the American temperance movement as a middle-class 
struggle for social control.” So it might be said that the 
two most obvious differences between Klein’s work and 
Franklin’s is that Klein focuses on “Early Oklahoma,” 
while Franklin covered the entire period from statehood 
in 1907 to repeal in 1959, and that Klein emphasizes more 
than Franklin the centrality of class in understanding 
Oklahoma’s prohibition movement, though it should be 
noted that Klein is not insensitive to other issues, such as 
race, gender, and religion.
 It is an interesting challenge to think of Grappling 
with Demon Rum in relation to the Great Plains. Okla-
homa seems always to be a transition zone; it has been 
called, at one time or another and with some justification 
in every case, part of the Great Plains, the Southwest, 
the Midwest, the West, and the South. Perhaps the South 
is the most helpful categorization in understanding the 
prohibition movement. Indeed, the late, great Oklahoma 
historian Danney Goble insisted that if one wants to truly 
understand the Sooner State, the starting point is to forget 
the predominant frontier/western cowboys and Indians 
image and realize the extent to which Oklahoma is part 
of the South, including its racial patterns and its political 
system. As to the Great Plains, perhaps it makes sense 
to suggest that of the two territories that were forced 
together into the state of Oklahoma in 1907, Oklahoma 
Territory, the westernmost of the two, was a part of the 
Great Plains (the 100th meridian gets close to being the 
dividing line), while Indian Territory, more easterly, was 
not, and has a unique history because of the concern, 
perhaps racially based, of keeping alcoholic beverages 
away from Native Americans. (Klein notes that the first 
prohibition law in the United States was actually passed 
by the Cherokees in 1819.)
 Oklahoma has been unique in many ways; it was, 
for example, the first and only dry state to come into the 
union, in 1907, more than a decade before the experiment 
with national prohibition began. Klein writes that “the 
campaign to make Oklahoma a dry state can be seen as 
part of a larger aridity crusade, which was particularly ef-
fective in the American South at this time.” Notice, again, 
the South.
 Klein most clearly states the class nature of his 
analysis when he writes: “The liquor issue pitted a mid-
dle-class culture, championed by the Oklahoma league 
[Anti-Saloon League], against a working-class saloon 
culture. The respected merchants and professionals who 
supported the liquor ban, viewed the saloon as a source 
of numerous sins and social evils. Oklahoma wage earn-
ers saw the saloon, legal or illegal, as a place to socialize 
and recreate. This class-based cultural conflict was at 
the root of the liquor debate.” Klein probably handles 
the issue of prohibition as a means of social control as 
well as any who have studied the matter; more than any 
other scholar, he has used county-by-county statistics to 
buttress his argument.
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 Finally, Klein is aware of the relevance of his work for 
understanding Oklahoma today, as when he writes:
 Respectable people . . . publicly abstained 
from drinking and sought to restrict others’ 
access to alcohol; those who did not share this 
view were stained as less virtuous, less than 
righteous. Vestiges of this mentality remain 
in Oklahoma a century after the state banned 
liquor; the prohibition experience has left a 
deep imprint on social propriety in the state: 
a prominent outspoken population expresses 
disdain for the liquor culture whereas a less 
visible, less vocal population continues to 
consume alcohol as a beverage but does not 
attempt to justify its actions in the public 
forum.
 
 Grappling with Demon Rum was among the finalists 
for the 2009 Oklahoma Book Award in nonfiction. Davis 
D. Joyce, Professor of History, Emeritus, East Central 
University, Ada, Oklahoma.
Power Struggles: Hydro Development and First Na-
tions in Manitoba and Quebec. Edited by Thibault 
Martin and Steven M. Hoffman. Winnipeg: University of 
Manitoba Press, 2008. 334 pp. Tables, maps, appendix, 
bibliography, index. C$34.95 paper.
 When First Nations try to protect their lands and wa-
ters it very often involves a struggle against some form of 
energy-related development. The greatest challenge fac-
ing those wishing to understand the long and complicated 
history between First Nations and hydro development in 
Canada is just that: it’s a very long and complex story. 
While this history begins over 50 years ago, the ensuing 
destruction of Indigenous lands and waters, cultures and 
ways of life, continues to this day. 
 Many have believed the time of building new big 
dams was over, especially since the Report of the 
World Commission on Dams (WCD) in 2000 highlight-
ed the often environmentally and socially devastating, 
and in many cases unnecessary, damages inflicted by 
large dams on local peoples. The WCD concluded that 
large dams should not be supported unless they result 
in a “significant advance of human development on a 
basis that is economically viable, socially equitable, 
and environmentally sustainable.” Nine years later, 
however, pressing calls for clean energy sources have 
combined with extensive “green-washing” of hydro 
development’s destructive effects to resurrect plans 
for hydro development (of all sizes) across Canada. 
The question remains to be answered, though, whether 
these new dams will result in the “ends” necessary for 
sustainable improvement of human welfare in Indig-
enous communities. 
 The authors of Power Struggles recount the devel-
opment approaches taken by governments and hydro 
utilities in Manitoba and Quebec in pursuing past hydro 
development, and compare them to the “partnership 
approach” now favored in the new generation of hydro-
development projects. This book does what others in 
the field have not: it places hydro development not only 
within the contexts of broken treaty obligations, but also 
the assertion of Indigenous rights and governance as 
well as the twin economic drivers of omnipresent com-
munity poverty and globalization. The authors boldly 
link First Nations and hydro development to the real is-
sues governing energy decision-making in Canada, such 
as provincial governments that depend upon revenue 
generated through hydro development to balance their 
budgets.
 As the authors peel back the veneer on both the old 
“build first, compensate later” approach (the Northern 
Flood Agreement and the Great Whale Project) and 
the new “partnerships” approach (the Paix des Braves 
agreement and Wuskwatim Dam Project), they reveal 
that, despite some progress, there is still no consistent 
policy of fairness towards First Nations, or any other 
Indigenous nation, when it comes to hydro development 
in Canada. First Nations, as governments and rightful 
holders of rights regarding the lands and waters that 
will be forever changed after the dams have been built, 
continue to have to fight to be included in not only deci-
sions involving these projects, but also the benefits that 
flow from them, though at a steep cost.
 Power Struggles cuts through the green develop-
ment rhetoric by exposing the details of environmental, 
social, and local economic destruction left in the wake 
of our last era of big dams. The result is a scholarly 
and balanced view exploring whether the treatment of 
Indigenous peoples has meaningfully improved over 
time, presented through timely, factual, and engrossing 
analyses. It should be required reading for anyone truly 
seeking to understand the struggles faced by those who 
live with the consequences of North America’s demand 
for energy. Merrell-Ann S. Phare, Executive Director/
Legal Counsel, Centre for Indigenous Environmental 
Resources, Winnipeg, Manitoba.
